
  

 NAPERVILLE COMMUNITY GARDENERS  
August 2014  

Purpose: To nurture the gardening interests of its members and the community through educational programs  

and community projects  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

      

 

[ŜǧŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

 
 

 

NEXT MEETING 

MONDAY, AUGUST 4 

7 p.m. 

KNOX  

PRESBYTERIAN  

CHURCH 

Speaker: 

Shirley Remes 

ñDonôt Fence Me In: 

Creating Garden 

Rooms Without 

Wallsò 

 

 

Calendar 

August 4: Meeting: 

 Creating Garden Rooms 

August 16: Flower and Gar-

den Show 

September 8: Meeting 

Hydroponics and Vertical 

Gardening 

October 6: Meeting 

Not Your Grandmotherôs Gar-

den: Land Use in DuPage 

County 

Greetings, Gardeners! 
 
I want to say how much I enjoyed our garden walk and picnic 
this year.  Ben has done so much with his yard that was interest-
ing to discuss and also to see the bee hives.  And a nice break-
fast he made for us.  I had, believe it or not, never been to 
Hausermannôs which was actually more impressive for me than 
the orchid show last winter at the Botanic Gardens.  Itôs located 
about four miles from where I grew up but I was not a gardener 
then.  I was not able to make it over to the idea garden in order 
to make a dessert for our picnic.  Things are growing so well 
there and was sorry to not to cap off my morning with a visit! 
 
Thanks to JoAnn Monge for hosting the picnic.  From the top of 
her deck seeing her expansive garden, it felt like we were in a 
beautiful vacation spot far from busy Naperville. Itôs safe to gen-
eralize that gardeners prepare and appreciate tasty food - the 
food and conversation were enjoyable. Thanks too to Betty Fer-
ence for her meticulous planning of the dayôs schedule. 
 
We have a friendly, knowledgeable group of people in our club, 
some fun activities together, and enjoyable meetings. The flower 
and garden show soon upon us is another example of that.  We 
need everyoneôs cooperation to make it a success. 
 
 Itôs not too early to think about how we will keep things going in 
2015 - electing some new officers and getting help with commit-
tees.  A counselor friend of mine helped me understand the con-
cept of a ñgood enoughò parent, meaning a parent doesnôt nec-
essarily need to be fantastic, just capable enough at key times. 
We need some ñgood enoughò officers ï you donôt need to be 
experienced or fantastic, just good enough to keep the club 
meeting together!  
 
Please consider enriching your experience by helping this 
way.  The president presides over the meetings, the vice presi-
dent schedules speakers, the secretary memorializes what was 
decided at meetings and the treasurer pays the bills.  Take a 
look at the committees listed in the newsletter and think about 
contributing here too.  Ask any of the officers to answer ques-
tions you may have. And please have a try - it will enhance your 
enjoyment and appreciation of our club.      
 
                                           Mark Mayszak 
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The June meeting of the Naperville Community Gardeners was opened by Mark Mayszak at 7 p.m.  

 
Old Business 
Guests Jim and Lynn Berg introduced themselves. 

Mark asked if there were any changes to the May minutes. Eleanor Holt moved that the minutes be approved, 

it was seconded, and the motion carried. 

Vicki Polito announced that she has a few unclaimed badges left. 

 

Treasurerôs Report.  Jan Gricus does not have the expenses for the plant sale yet but has included the pro-

ceeds in this monthôs total of $18,391.74. 

 

Plant Sale. Bob Elvert said we had a great turnout for the plant sale and everything went smoothly. He got a 

contact list from attendees and will email them next year before the sale. The membersô plants yielded 

$1,000 in profits. He said he would continue to order bedding plants but will go for more unusual items next 

year to increase the variety. He believes the total profit for the sale was $3,300. 

 

Picnic and Garden Walk. Betty Ference announced that the picnic and garden walk will be on June 21. The 

first stop will be Ben Calvertôs in Villa Park, then a visit to Orchids by Hausermann, followed by a stop at 

the Idea Garden in the garden plots. The picnic will be held at Joann Mongeôs and Betty suggested we meet 

there at 8 a.m. and carpool. 

 
New Business 
Flower and Garden Show. Vicky Polito needs about a dozen people to staff the flower show. Stickers will 

be placed on organic entries. She will have the guides ready next month, but since there is no meeting in Ju-

ly, they will be distributed at the August meeting. 

 

Minishow. Nick Papadolias brought some peonies. 

 

Raffle. Joann Monge won a garden lantern. 

 
Announcements 
Carolyn Finzer announcement that a neighbor of hers wants to give away a tulip tree. The Growing Place is 

having an art festival on June 21 and needs volunteers to help unload artworks. She demonstrated how to use 

egg shells for starting seeds. 

 

Some of Ollie Burrowsô cannas were available to the taking. 

Rod Beary demonstrated a Japanese beetle trap that he recommended. He was enthusiastic about how well it 

works. He said it is available on Amazon for $20.00 and comes with a lure. 

 

Cricket Cressman moved to adjourn the meeting and Bob Elvert seconded. The motion carried. 

Following refreshments, Sandy Lenz led a discussion on herbs. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rosemary Holdredge, Secretary 

June 2, 2014 Minutes  
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THE FLOWER AND GARDEN SHOW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Yearôs Winners 

¢ƘŜ опǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ b/D CƭƻǿŜǊ ϧ DŀǊŘŜƴ {Ƙƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мсǘƘ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ .ŀǊƴΣ пнм ²Ŝǎǘ 
aŀǊǝƴ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ƛƴ bŀǇŜǊǾƛƭƭŜΦ   
 
{ǘŀƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ т ǳƴǝƭ млΤ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ 
млΥолΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜ-ƻǇŜƴ ŀǘ м ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀǘ о ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΦ  hŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴƻǘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǎƛȄ ŀƭƭ-ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŘŘ ŀ ŘŀƘƭƛŀ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ǘƻ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŘŀƘƭƛŀ Ŝƴπ
ǘǊŜŜǎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅΣ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ   
 
{Ƙƻǿ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǘŀƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ  ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ   ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƛƴƛǝŀƭ ǎŜǘ ǳǇΣ ǎǘŀƎƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ-ǎƘƻǿ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ±ƛŎƪȅ tƻƭƛǘƻΣ {Ƙƻǿ 
/ƘŀƛǊΣ ŀǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƻƳǾϪŎƻƳŎŀǎǘΦƴŜǘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΦ   ̧ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻƴ  
!ǳƎǳǎǘ пΦ  
 

Please support this special club activity.  
 

Encourage non-members to participate. 
 

There is a special section for children; we want to encourage young gardeners. 
 

See you there.  Bring your best tomato or rose.  You just might win a blue ribbon! 

 

mailto:politomv@comcast.net
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                                                                            2014 Garden Walk and Picnic 

       Two stops in Villa Park 

          

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       Third stop at the Garden 

        Plots in Naperville 

Ben Calvert III gave a tour of his 

garden and explained how he 

cares for his bees and their two 

hives.  He also served an excel-

lent breakfast! 

Members found an impressive array of 

orchids at Hausermannôs in Villa Park.  

The complex of greenhouses hold one of 

the worldôs largest orchid ranges.  The 

company produces approximately 

400,000 Cattleya blooms each year. 

Ron Ory conducted a tour of 

the Idea Garden at the Gar-

den Plots.  Our club has con-

tributed to the support and 

care of the garden. 

Fourth and final stopðthe home of JoAnn Monge 

JoAnn conducted a tour of her impressive garden 

which reflects her love of native plants.  Then she 

opened her deck and patio to a happy group of club 

members who enjoyed an excellent menu of food and 

beverages. 

Thanks to Ben Calvert III, Ron Ory, and JoAnn Monge 

for their generosity in sharing great gardening experi-

ences with the members.  Special thanks to Betty Fer-

ence, our master planner. 
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The Japanese beetles have arrived.  There seem to be fewer than there were last year, perhaps owing to the rough 

winter that we had, but there are still enough to do damage to our plants. 

In Oswego, Rod Beary has found  in his four traps only a few beetles, all of which his chickens have enthusiastically 

consumed.   So far (mid July) there is little evidence of beetle infestation on his acreage in Oswego.   

Your editor, on the other hand, has trapped hundreds and sent them to beetle heaven by way of a soap-enhanced 

bucket.    Illinois Extension states that beetle traps should not be used because they may attract many additional bee-

tles , some of whom bypass the traps and settle in on the gardenerôs choicest plants.  The Morton Arboretum Plant 

Clinic agrees.  So far,  however,  the bypassing has not proved true in my garden.  I have found six beetles on my last 

remaining rose bush; they did not have much time to do much damage.  I have found one or two beetles on 

echinancea, phlox, and oakleaf hydrangea.  My mature birch, which usually loses half of its leaves because of beetle 

skeletalization, shows no signs of infestation so far (again, itôs only mid-July), though because the beetles begin their 

feast at the top of the tree, it is hard to be sure. 

Conclusion: whether or not to use a pheromone trap is open to debate.  Itôs important to note that the traps have no 

effect on the environment except to help get rid of a pest which has no redeeming qualities.   But in any case, there is 

one Naperville neighborhood where there will be many fewer larvae deposited in lawns come August because the 

adult beetles which are programmed  to do that sort of thing are no more. 

As Rod says, every dead Japanese beetle is a good  Japanese beetle. 

Eleanor Holt           

 

 ¦ƴǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE LEADERS 

Executive Boardð2014 

Presidentéééééééééééééé.Mark Mayszak 

Vice-PresidentéééééééééééLinda Thompson 

Secretaryéééééééééé...Rosemary  Holdredge 

Treasureréééé..ééé...ééééééJanice Gricus 

Past Presidentéééééé...ééééé.Janice Gricus 

 

Committee Chairs - 2014 

Correspondence éééééé. .ééé...Carolyn Finzer 

Email List Moderatorééééééé.éé...Eleanor Holt 

Facebook Page éééééé.ééééé..é.OPEN 

Flower and Garden Showééé..éé..ééVicky Polito 

Flower and Garden Show Guideééé.é...Vicky Polito 

Harvest Banquet  éééééé...éé              OPEN 

Historian éééééééééé.é..éé..Carolyn Finzer 

Membershipééééé.éé.é.éééé..JoAnn Monge 

Meeting Refreshmentséééé..éé.Cricket Cressman 

Mini-Showééééééééé.é.é...éé..Angel Whitt 

Naper Settlement Gardensééééé......Pat Thompson 

Newsletterééééééééé.ééé...é..Eleanor Holt 

Newsletter Distributionééé...é..éééé.Mary Wright 

Photographyééééééé...ééééé.éé..Ron Ory 

Picnic/Garden Walkééééé..ééé.....Betty Ference 

Plant Saleéééééééééé..ééé.é...Bob Elvert 

Plant Sale-Membersô Plantséé.éé.é.....Linda Allison 

Ogden Ave. Post Office Gardenséé..é..Carolyn Finzer 

Publicityéééééééééééééé...é..Vicky Polito 

River Walk Clean Up/Gardenséé.éé.é.....Bob Elvert 

T-shirt Sales ééééééééééé...éé..Vicky Polito 

Websiteééééééééééééééé..Peter Klassen 

A Garden to Visit 

The Ball Horticultural Company Gardens are open 

to visitors on Saturday mornings in August from 9 

until 12 noon.  If you have never seen these nine 

acres of display beds, 2014 might be a good year to 

give yourself a private tour of this spectacular gar-

den. 

Note that the companyôs offices are closed on Satur-

days, so there is no access to rest rooms. 

Ball Seed is located at 622 Town Road, West Chica-

go, approximately a half-mile north of Roosevelt 

Road. 

 
hǳǊ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ    

   
ǿǿǿΦƴŀǇŜǊǾƛƭƭŜŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎΦƻǊƎ 
 

Our Mailing Address: 
  

Naperville Community Gardeners 
P.O.Box 9555 

Naperville, IL 60567-9555 
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¢ƘŜ LŘŜŀ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƛƴ tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ¢ŀƪŜƴ ōȅ wƻƴ hǊȅ 

 

¢ƘŜ tŀǊƪ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ΨDǊŜŜƴ 

¢ƘǳƳōέ ŎŀƳǇŜǊǎ  ǎǘǊƻƭƭ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ LŘŜŀ DŀǊŘŜƴ 

tŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭǎ ōƭƻƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨōƻȄŜǎΩ ōƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ {ŜƴǎƻǊȅ DŀǊŘŜƴ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ Wƻ!ƴƴ aƻƴƎŜΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ Ƴŀƴȅ 

ƘƻǳǊǎ ǿŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊŀƛǊƛŜκ{ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

 

aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ Ŏƻƴπ

ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ bŀǇŜǊǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ LŘŜŀ 

DŀǊŘŜƴǎΗ 


