
 

  

NAPERVILLE COMMUNITY GARDENERS 
          February 2015 

Purpose: To nurture the gardening interests of its members and the community through edu-
cational programs and community projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Greetings, Gardeners!   
 
Could there be a timelier January speaker than Bill Shores, the Gar-
den expert for el famoso Chef Rick Bayless, who presented “Indoor 
Salad Greens and Micro Greens”? And to pass around micros —
greens he brought in and sheared from the shallow planters? It 
does not get fresher than that. It was very generous of Bill to bring 
so many items for “show, tell and taste.” 
 
A great start for us to think about the minimum it takes to grow 
things, especially edibles! I like the idea of growing your salad in a 
few weeks.  Granted, it may be Easy Bake Oven size 
salads….   
 
And if you research Rick Bayless, Proprietor of Frontera Grill and 
Topolobampo, you will come to find his view that: 
 “Great food, like all art, enhances and reflects a community’s vi-
tality, growth and solidarity. Yet history bears witness that great 
cuisines spring only from healthy local agriculture.”  
 
For our next meeting, bring your seed catalogs, curiosity, and 
questions, and seed money.  This is a chance to plant more new 
things by splitting costs or for newbie’s (which I would classify my-
self), get some advice from experienced hands. “Farming looks 
mighty easy when your plow is a pencil and you're a thousand 
miles from the cornfield.” - Dwight D. Eisenhower 
 
Let’s make it a fun, informative working session and get to know 
each other better. 
 

Mark Mayszak 
 

************************* 
 

Gardening is cheaper than therapy and you get tomatoes. 

~Author Unknown  

NEXT MEETING 

Monday, February 2 

7 p.m. 

Knox Presbyterian Church 

********* 

“Shopping the Seed Catalogs— 

Placing the Orders” 

Betty Ference and Linda Thompson 

 Betty and Linda will offer a program to make 
shopping  and ordering easier for all of us. 

Members will be able to combine seed or-
ders to save money on shipping and to take 
advantage of volume shipping.   We can also 
share packets for more expensive selections 
when each person  needs only a few seeds 
for this season and prefers not to hold the 
packets until next year. 

Please bring your seed catalogs to the 

meeting.   You may pay for seeds with 

cash or check. 
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The first meeting of the 2015 year was opened by Mark Mayzak at 7:04 p.m. There were six guests, several 

from another garden club who wanted to hear the speaker. 

 

Old Business 
Minutes. There were no minutes. 

 

Treasurer’s Report.  Jan Gricus will email the proposed 2015 budget to members. It will be voted on at the 

next meeting. There was a deficit last year due to lower proceeds from the Plant Sale and fewer members. The 

last payment of $2,000 is due to the College of DuPage for our scholarship. Dues of $20 are now due.  

 

New Officers.  The club currently needs chairs for the Harvest Banquet and T-shirts and badges. 

 
New Business 

Badges. Vicki Polito has badges that she will mail to members. She also has extra magnets if anyone needs 

them. 

 

Flower and Garden Show. Vicki said that feedback from the exhibitors related some dissatisfaction. It was 

felt that a few exhibitors dominated the show with many entries, and a limit to the numbers of entries is being 

considered. Exhibitors also thought there was not enough feedback from the judges. 

 
Announcements 
Plant Sale. Bob Elvert announced that Shaffer’s will deliver plants on May 8 for the sale on May 9. Hanging 

plants were a big seller last year, so more will be ordered. He encouraged members to bring their own plants. 

 

Seeds.  Betty Ference asked members to delay ordering seeds until the February meeting, when she and Linda 

Thompson will review catalogs and give a tutorial on ordering. They would like to order seeds collectively to 

save on cost and shipping. 

 

Garden Trips. Mark suggested that the club take an outing to the Garfield Park Conservatory or the Chicago 

Flower and Garden Show. 

 

Idea Garden. Ron Ory presented an album he made of the progress and plans on the Idea Garden. He will ask 

some professionals to review the plans. The Boy Scouts made a sign for the garden. 

 

Raffle.  Judy Dietz won the raffle 

 

Adjournment. A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting. Following adjournment, Tom 

Shores of Shores Consulting presented a program on Urban Gardening. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rosemary Holdredge 

Secretary 

Naperville Community Gardeners 

January 12, 2015, Minutes 
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Looking Ahead: Presentations at this year’s   

meetings: 

March 2: Growing Mushrooms at Home 

April 6: Succulent Wreaths 

May 4: Dahlias 

June 1: Chickens in the Backyard 

August 8: Spiralizing 

September 14: Flavored Vinegars 

October 5: TBA 

**************** 

 

DUES ARE DUE 

Treasurer Jan Gricus reminds us that club dues re-

main the same: $20 for the year.   You may pay her 

at the meeting or send a check to NCG at P.O Box 

9555,  Naperville, IL 60567-9555. 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE LEADERS 

Executive Boardð2015 

President…………… ……………………….Mark Mayszak 

Co-Vice-Presidents.. Betty Ference and Linda Thompson 

Secretary…………………………....Rosemary  Holdredge 

Treasurer…………..………...…….…………Janice Gricus 

Past President………………...….………….Janice Gricus 

Committee Chairs - 2015 

Correspondence ………………. .….……...Carolyn Finzer 

Email List Moderator…………………..……...Eleanor Holt 

Facebook Page ……………….………….…..….OPEN 

Flower and Garden Show………..……...……Vicky Polito 

Flower and Garden Show Guide………..…...Vicky Polito 

Harvest Banquet  ………………...…… .…….   Gail Butler       

Historian ………………………….…..….…..Carolyn Finzer 

Membership…………….…….….…….……..JoAnn Monge 

Meeting Refreshments……….…..…….Cricket Cressman 

Mini-Show…………………….….….…...……..Angel Whitt 

Naper Settlement Gardens….…………......Pat Thompson 

Newsletter………………………..………...…..Eleanor Holt 

Newsletter Distribution………....…..………….Mary Wright 

Photography…………………...….………….……..Ron Ory 

Picnic/Garden Walk……………....……….....Betty Ference 

Plant Sale……………………….…..……….…...Bob Elvert 

Plant Sale-Members’ Plants……..…….….....Linda Allison 

Ogden Ave. Post Office Gardens….…..…..Carolyn Finzer 

Publicity…………………………….………...Gloria  Pollack 

River Walk Clean Up/Gardens……..…….….....Bob Elvert 

T-shirt Sales ………………………….…...………..OPEN 

Website…………………………...…………..Peter Klassen 

 ********************************** 
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**************************************************** 

2015 DuPage Environmental Summit is set for Feb. 19 

 

Community leaders, conservation groups, and anyone interested in learning about the status of local rivers 

and streams and what they can do about it are invited to attend the 2015 DuPage Environmental Summit 

from 11AM to 5PM on Thurs., Feb. 19, at the Naperville campus of Northern Illinois University. 

Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org. 

http://theconservationfoundation.org/
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²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ aƻƴŀǊŎƘ .ǳǧŜǊƅȅ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŝƴπ

ŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƭƛǎǘΚ   

There are far fewer mon-

archs today than there 

were even ten years ago.  

We can help. 

tƭŀƴǘ ƳƛƭƪǿŜŜŘΗ 

 

 

Monarch caterpillar enjoying 

common milkweed. 

  
It's that time of year again to start planning the NCGC's only fund raising event - The 
Plant Sale !! 
  
As you are aware, the sale net funds have decreased over the past few years due to 
increased Naperville area plant sales.  As we all know, they can't beat our quality, our 
mix of annuals, pots and hangings, and definitely our member plants, so we need to 
continue to look at new opportunities to increase people traffic and sales.  So...bring 
your ideas for discussion to the February meeting. 
  
Make sure you put the dates on your calendar ....and by the way SUNNY, WARM 

weather is predicted !!! 

 

  Bob Elvert, Plant Sale Chairman 

Milkweed pods about to release seeds 

COMING SOON—THE PLANT SALE! 


